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chapters which or
the old Arizona Chapter. We ho
£ ad that it will p us and our profes

in closer touch
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the community. In 3 chitec » few and

far between; today, if permitted, they can enter and

beneficially influence our every phase of environment

Today the architect must in finance, build-
siry, educati

chitect must be

, three years in-

. and finally the

to practice. How different are the architect’s
tions from those of the cor of blueprints”
+ the public with a

g in high schoal.

s sufficient for
his heavy production © sthing left over
for himself, They seldom low the architect to be-
come wealthy, and one is fortunate who is ablo to

average of 10 percent out of the fee
cut [ves is to cut service to

cly hope this new Centu with its tech-
cos, will see the greatest architecture

that has been known to man.
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activities of the
wrt to you any interesting or import

The reason for technical registration, of ¢
e fact that human safety, health, and ¢
welfare of the s
dent upon the competence of the pr
by this law. Were a sc hool or ¢
B state failed
mine and qualif
« for technical registr
nt
Despite the obvious be «fits which the public reaps
from the L Wl nctivities of the Board, the costs
of administering them are not a public ense, but
s borne | f % of the Board"
revenue is turm
You will do well to acquaint 3 olf with the law
that controls the practice of irchitecture by read
it carefully in the Annual Report of the Board
received last January, It = the combined effc
of every one of us to enforce it We owe it to our-
selves and the | up with the legal aspects
of control of the practice of architecture
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waord on behalf of the commission
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ally by public, newspaper and
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the prospect of a long-continuing
being done at all. They know
deplorable crowding and hazardous
Wlﬁlm many state employees work
and governor really give the
authority (and money) commen-

: and need, we're still

d “architects” in the legis-

in the governor’s office. That's o

g commission should have to

public service, tribute is due to
and business people
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acheco, Tucson; E. Hoss
- Dean John C. Park of
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petent staff help
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and two office assistants,
k required of the
investigations, hear-

of examinations.
ly so well without
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EVOLUTION TO MEDIOCRITY

ARIZONA STATE CAPITOL

The history of Arizona’s State Capitol, since terri
torial days, has been one of ambitious plans, penny-
pinching legislatures — and patchwork

The present capitol was constructed in 1900, Ac
cording to records in the state Library and Archives
Department, it was approved “over the opposition
of certain taxpayers who condemned it as a ‘useless
extravagance

The 19th Territorial Legislature made provision for
a bond issue of $100,000, and the cost of the proposed
building was by law limited to that sum. However
the next two legislatures found it necessary to increase
the total to $135 20, Architect was James Riley
Gordon, of San Antonio, Texas — later of New York
where he was a member of the American Institute
of Architects

Plans were selected by a Capitol Building Commis
sion out of 16 sets submitted, one set of which pro-
vided for a complete classical structure that would
have cost an estimated $750,000. (See picture, be
low ). The great dream was never carried out. Neither
was the landscaping idea of Governor George W. P.
Hunt which would hav, roduced the approach to
the Taj Mahal of India. The present double row of
Italian cypress trees was part of this plan, which
further contemplated replacement of the grass be-
tween them with a “fountain-fed lake which would
mirror the columnar trees on either side.”

Arizona State Capital as it
might have bean. Only the
center section was built In
1900, with a low, “tempor-
ary” dome, Capitol was Ioba‘[-
ed o "useless extravagance .

Saptomber, 1957

Digitized and distributed with permission of AIA Arizona by ModernPhoenix.net in 2009

ADDITION OF 1918

The second section of the building, which now
forms the connecting bar between the ¢ st and west
wings, was the remnant of a plan which was to take
an additional 20 years to bring about According to
the Arizona Gazette, January 14, 1918, ‘plans covering
the construction of the new wing to the capitol and
changes in the present structure that will meet the
needs of the state for the next 20 years are being
pushed by the Commission on State Institutions

“In spite of the fact that the legislature appropriated
$125,000 to be used in erecting the new wing, nothing
thus far has been done looking toward the completion
or even the beginning of the addition

“When the plans have heen approved and ac
the work will be started at once, being done by day
labor and not under contract. The new plans will
embody such extensive changes that the fund of
$125,000 appropriated by the legislature for the new
wing will not cover the total cost. For this reason, the
work will be done in stages. It is supposed, for in-
stance, that the first story of the new wing will be
put up, and a temporary roof put on it. Whenever
the legislature sees fit to appropriate more, then
further building will be done.”

Architects were invited to enter a competition for
plans. Lescher and Kibbey, of Phoenix, were awarded
the $1,000 first prize and contract. It was reiterated,




%ﬂfﬂpﬂi Cement for front steps to
disappeared during night and was never

s [his design for modernized canital was prepared in 1954 but turned down by
new legislature in 1955, {

“Oasis”, Frank Lloyd Wright's
proposed new capitol o be
constructed in Papago Park,
- would accommodate only 37
full-time employees, provide
restaurant sealing for 250,
presumably tourists.
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Cplans he submitted o,
porth wing additions 1,
and a 16-story tower 4|
¢ from any point in the v,
aper” plan for the capitol was ty,

~ THE “PYLE PLAN"
“even with the space relicf offered by 1,
Sifice annexes, crowding in the state haoy,
" becoming intolerable. The coalition. 1o
‘authorized Govemor Howard Pyle g o
‘capitol modemization and expansin,
¢ was $4.5 million contingent upon syl
£ nlpm'\'iL The governor sought
m Associated State Capitol Archi.
‘and Mahoney, Edward L. Varney A

.

In 1955 Covernor Er wnd took of
" and took offjc
together with a new legislature which refie ,:I 1
approve the architects” plans. In 1956 the < ame le s
lature, pressed with the persistent problem, | 3
the futility of an ever-chang

mt sey
ing legislature as “ liemt
and Building

road authority

by unanimous vote created the pl nning

Commission, giving it $2.5 million and 1}
to act
The commission was directed 1o prepare and
e and pro-
ceed with a program to construct state office | I
in the capitol area, prepare

wildings
; a coordinated master plan
acquire property in the vicinity, and secure final plan

and working drawings for a state office in Tucsor
Reports were to be submitted in 7 months :
A NEW CLIENT

The commission consists of 5 members with over
lapping 5-year terms appointed by the governor with
senate confirmation. The governor, president of the
senate, speaker of the house of representatives and
one additional member from each legislative branch
serve as ex-officio members without vote. While the
ex-officio board was ostensibly to provide
channel of information to the legislature and execu.
tive, the very nature of the relationship served to
exert unmistakable influence on the commission’s de-
cisions.

a direct

The commission engaged architectural assistance to
prepare a master plan and entered into a new contract
with Associated State Capitol Architects for the
capitol design

A dozen different plans were worked out before
the commission approved a design for a 20-story office
structure flanked by two legislative wings The state
senate, by vote of 27 to 1, approved the plan but
the house of representatives, bent upon ending the
session on its 60th day, and confronted by a public
proposal by Frank Llovd Wright, let the bill die in
committes

THE WRIGHT FLAN

Governor McFarland had suggested that the tall
capitol carry a dome. Newspaper pictures of 'h'.‘
version led Wright to label the plan “a hat on a post”,
and to offer his own version of a capitol to be built
in scenic Papago Park, 8 miles from Phoenix

In widely publicized press conferences, legislative
hearings and tours of Taliesin West, Wright unveiled
his proposal and suggested that the matter be taken
away from “the politicians” and decided by the
people. His design was given cold treatment by state
officials when its proponent revealed that only the

5 supreme court, legislature, and governor’s office would

be accommodated in the $5 million struct A

total of only 37 full-time employces. All other de-
partments would remain in the present crowded loca-
tion some 10 miles away.
; i s an in-
Supporters of the Wright plan proposed
U\l?ep‘lnw to be voted on November 1958, calling

ambar, 1957
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fo
capitol at Papagy
of representatives

d the Planning

promise

THE “COMPROMISE”
commission offered a plan §
wings” to be constructed to the
the existing capitol. These
new  quarters for the

The

“wings
legislature
structed for the $2 million of unrest
able to the commission, withont

waiting for
lative approval in January

Both AIA chapters and their Arizona Society of
Architects, together with many mir members of
the state legislature, strongly protested the haste and
In paid newspaper ads the architects
stated that (1) while earlier proposals wer part of a
well considered master

the design

n, the “compromise” pro-
posal does not provide for progressive future de
\|'|u[.m|4-n|_ (2) the provision of facilities for the
legislature does not meet the more pressing need
for office space for year-round use, and (3) an
architectural style continued from an old building
cannot properly express a voung and growing state

With almost unanimous apology — even by members
of the commission and legislative leaders — the com-
mission on July 15 voted 3 to 2 to proceed. They did
s0 with “assurance” from the legislative leadership
that they had “enough votes™ to support the com-
mission in its action.

Within 3 days soil test holes were drilled and soon
excavation started for the foundation and basement
of the “compromise” wings which are expected to
be ready for occupancy by a new legislature taking
office January, 1959,

Meantime the present legislature in January must
decide how much it will authorize for remodeling, re-
pairing and air-conditioning the existing termite-
riclden capitol

AlA

FIVE YEAR ARCHITECTURE COURSE
OFFERED AT ARIZONA STATE

A five vear curriculum in architecture will become
effective this fall at Arizona State, according to James
W. Elmore, head of the new Division of Architecture
An enrollment of about 60 is expected

The first students to qualify for graduation will be
those who began their studies under a shorter program
in operation since 1949, They may do this within two
years,

" The offering will include degree programs in build-
ing construction and engineering urmtnuhtm II!. n
v to recommendations of AIA, AGC, ASCE,

sted in training for the




wholly ignored in the first
Is Uncomfortably Tight
nment”. It went on to say

s eapitol buildings are crowded, iy disrepair, and
ardous
* Valuable records are being destroyed by pe
Maintenance is costly
® Efficiency of workers is greatly reduced
s parking space for employ,
inadequate
State departments are scaltered throug

® Causing inefficiency

sty

ees and visitors i ¢ ntirely
hout the ¢ ity

® Inconvenience for the public and emplo
* High cost in rentals.

land use, traffic and parking, public
* problems, the report presented the
* clusions and recommendations-
A great deal of
and anlysis of the
hind this report
and experience
and recommendations formulated on all facets of the
‘problem of planning for the capitol area for a period
25 years or longer

We have dane four thin
"y f land necded.

ctermined the dJj n which that land

Id be acquired

orderly plan for the de clopment

ment of that land (1
in harmony with th

pand from the pre e
result in °r ane T property calues ar
it, andd will r se the future cost of land
By buyi

g5 purchased
with it may be
or they may be rer

d to present or other occupants until the land
is used. In th nnection we would point out that
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ow being paid by 4,
the city would

e e o v WNNTO. GET NEW
Plan, but the very fact tha I ) STATE
’ ~ OFFICE
mall from the present cap _ : BUII_DING

ich, it was hoped, would

needed for state PUrposes,
ity and would allow

ared <

y Fra it 3 A ’ : i NS expansion is {

:whlch would permit public E © Sites Dy 2. gov- commun upled its popul
of the redeveloped area to . by 10

. vears and is likely to double
: . . ‘ ane The legislature this ye

] : ! : : for construction, 1

le, Tuc

and Building

preliminary. recommendations and pla
ted a need of $1 million for a structure of seven

: _|s. ineluding basement, r level nind floor
and four full floors. The top floor, while not im-

four full floo
Iv two of ther

gb’:’rt’m’rxy grecﬁngs fo
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: Beadley Xidders . (am‘{ many Anppg rchtms)
nce held there was not

libhy in the mails from

As manufacturers of “technical” equipment, Continental
Manufacturing Company is happy to welcome to the
Arizona building scene a publication that will be read by
technical men and women in the field. -

Our story, the story of the development of waterless air
tectur, g conditioning which has attained a high degree of proficiency
b et o ) of operation under extreme climatic conditions, is a story
ﬁnied gt Anzone " of research, trial and error, and, may we say, perseverance

on credit page : C in the face of sl:dcpr_ic sm as to the I;ln_ns.h‘:l:i;;!n:ga “:l‘. ::lnblg:
s : name e terless air conditioning systems. It is a stc
im}udt.' . ::tnlsl by the pr:scmal}'ﬂu of facts, the kind of facts that
Qg Lo (latr | | are best understood by the kind of folks who will read
R Y Ihout pro- ONA ARCHITECT, :
i - "%LG n;n we extend a cordinl :c'fupmf to :l\l[:{:;?:::
& iz | *and a salute to the Architects and Enginee
1 to Editor, Arizona I ::ﬁcrt;‘;rfnﬂgwmh I PUﬁE“'i“' \[\r;'u bE ﬁ:ﬁ::ﬂ:'a!g
| /i regularly with the story ol how
mr)::::dl:tr:g:ingbcquipymcnl is “Made to Beat the Desert

Heat."
of cloth, have gy - ERT PROVEN
texture as much DESERT BUILT + DESERT TESTED dbls L IR
B “'sm:.- Continental Manufacturing Co. — 712 So. 23rd Ave. T
{ . Shidle - e ——
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it is, this may be the m
wits sharp and manages to

drove me away (from Talicsin
out a new pump, and told me
been installed when Wright first

Wright, he said, at the time
r ve of genius not to pay
s couldn't afford. ‘He had it in-
twenty-four hours’ demonic work

reinforced concrete housing

¢ 50 tiny that only the small-
l.hmugh to tumn it off and
soon enough that

oroe an entry and that their
50 eventually they wrote the

n, “The duty of the artist
bonds of tlw q.xlsu.ng style

« poles of architecture
n between the author

to a Mies-type house as
cial insemination,” I said.
extent: how can you
like personality, pic-
clutter and dark-

[ wouldn't build such a
- What do the Japanese
er is that they've
nturies. LeCorbusier
walls, and his own
room as empty
Wright, God

jobs he de-
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POST OFFICE BOX 904

PHOENIX, ARIZONA

PHIL STITT, M

ADVERTISING DIRECTORS:

There's A Boom in Arizona

Arizona leads the nation—in rate of population growth
—in growth of manufacturi F
4 T'e ng emplo I
—in bank capital Erowth 5 ok
—in rate of bank deposit growth
—in life insurance gain

Arizona is the second highest state 1

185 5ia8 n

growth—will more than double its
permits are already increas

projected population
population by 1975. City building
ing by as much as 61% a year.

It all means—tens of thousands of new homes
—many hundreds of new school classrooms
—hundreds of new churches
—shopping centers
—public buildings

—office buildings
—pmanufacturing plants

—restaurants
—state, county and

municipal facilities.

Arizona architects will design, and specify the materials that
g0 into them—in the best interests of the owners.

The new ARIZONA ARCHITECT Magazine presents a unique opportunity
for you to keep in regular touch with these architects. Because the
magazine is their own child—designed to help them keep informed as
well as to interpret architecture to business, school and government
Teaders—its_influence on construction design and product specification
can be great.

You are invited and urged to include ARIZONA ARCHITECT in your
regular advertising schedule.

Rates and mechanical requirements available.

Cordially yours,
'
Phil Stitt, Managing Editor

Monthly.
First issue September 1957,

] i hitects, and the Central and
| Publication of the Arizona Socloty of Arcl {
OIIIcI;uu:Fiern Arizona chapters of The American Institute of Architects
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